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FRATERNAL TIDINGS 

Support Freemasonry ñ become an  active member in your Lodge  

Christmas is about family & friends  

Enjoy the Holiday Season and support those less fortunate 

So Mote It Be 

The phrase ñSo mote it Beò is used by Masons as a response at the end of a prayer. It comes from an Old English phrase that 

simply means ñso may it be,ò and has been used in Masonic documents since its earliest beginnings.  

Masons use it as an affirmation of a prayer as a response to amen, a word of similar meaning. 
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FRATERNAL TIDINGS 

 

As the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador, 
it is my pleasure to extend warm and fraternal greetings to all Masons 
and their families in our Jurisdiction and to our wider Masonic family. 
 
This has been a busy but extremely rewarding year for me. As Grand 
Master, I have travelled with several of my Officers to every corner of this 
wonderful Province of ours. Generally speaking our Lodges are function-
ing well and in my estimation will continue to do so. It is a joy and a privi-
lege to see a son place his father in the chair of King Solomon, as was 
the case in my mother Lodge, Polaris Lodge No. 17. It was also a privi-
lege to participate in a Lodge rededication to celebrate 100 years of Free-
masonry and still have one more to go. My Brethren, I could cite several 
memorable events over the past year but none more memorable than 
seeing a brother install his son-in-law as the Master of his Lodge. Such 
was the case in Hiram Lodge No. 3. In spite of medical difficulties the 
Installing Master served as an inspiration to all who were present and I 
can truly say that we left the Lodge room richer than when we entered. I 
am reminded of the words of President Kennedy when he said ñThink not 
of what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your coun-
tryò. So I say, as an analogy to this is, ñyou will prosper from Freema-
sonry only if you put something into itò. 
 
We are fast approaching the Christmas season when once again we will 
celebrate the birth of the greatest gift to mankind. We are familiar with the 
commercializing of this blessed season and it is so easy to forget the true 
meaning of Christmas. It is my sincere wish that all Brethren and their 
families keep Christ in Christmas. What better way then to respond to the 
teachings of Jesus when he spoke the words, ñAs ye do it onto one of the 
least of these my Brethren, ye do it onto meò. 
 
On behalf of my wife Lillian and myself, I wish all Brethren and their fami-
lies a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year 

 
 

Fraternally 
John A. Peyton 
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FREEMASONRY 

 

In 1849 St. Johnôs Lodge was re-established which revitalized masonry in 

Newfoundland. In the beginning there were many prominent members 

initiated in this new Lodge, many of which would have influence in the 

growth of the fraternity within the colony. James Shannon Clift was one of 

the first Initiated in this Lodge along with Patrick Tasker. 

In 1859  he was installed as the  Worshipful Master of Saint Johnôs Lodge 

the same year Avalon Lodge was formed  

 

THE DISTRICT GRAND LODGE OF NEWFOUNDLAND  

 

In May 1871 the District Grand Lodge of Newfoundland was formed and 

James Shannon Clift was appointed the first  District Grand Master by the 

United Grand Lodge of England, becoming our first District Grand Mas-

ter, a position he would maintain until his death  1877  
 

Support Freemasonry ñ become an  active member in your Lodge  

  

History Of Freemasonry in Newfoundland 

Rt. Worshipful Brother James Shannon Clift 
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OUR GRAND MASTER  

Worshipful Master of Clift Lodge   
WB Donald Bennett presents a Cheque to the 
Grand Master for $300.00 for his Charity of  

Ronald MacDonald House 

Worshipful Master of Clift Lodge   
WB Donald Bennett bestows Honorary  

Membership on Our Grand Master 
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and the other person is right.  

It simply means that you value the relationship  
much more than your ego... 

 Remember 


