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Brethren, I am writing this from St. John¬s where I moved for 

the winter months on Dec. 12, 2008.  Since moving here I 

have visited most of the lodges in Avalon District and some sev-

eral times.  By the end of March I will have visited all of the 

lodges and concordant bodies of masonry in this area.  I have 

presented several papers and at the time of writing this I have 

requests for several more. This has enabled me to expound on 

the theme for my term which is ­Learn it and Live it® I am very 

pleased to note that several lodges and District Grand Mas-

ters are picking up that theme as well.  I have found the reac-

tion of the brethren to be very supportive and appreciative.  

Most brethren are anxious to learn more about our beloved 

craft, its mysteries and benefits, and to apply it to their lives.  

 

I am very pleased to note from your notice papers that most 

lodges are busy with degree work to the point where several 

are having to do their degrees at emergent meetings.  This is a 

promising sign and it will help us to maintain our position as 

the only grand lodge in Canada with membership growth. We 

must remember however that the main purpose of a lodge is to 

make masons not just to initiate them. In other words it¬s to 

make good men better. 

Whether you are a new entered apprentice or a 50 year plus 

member, you can still become a better man and a better mason.  

Perfection is not given to man upon this earth but to The Great 

Architect alone. What will make our good men/masons better is 

to learn the teachings and tenets of our gentle craft and ap-

ply them to their lives.  These teachings are done through the 

symbolism and allegory that makes masonry unique and exciting.  

This is why Masonic education is so important in our lodges and 

I am pleased that so many lodges have made it a priority. 

 

 Larry Moss 

 M OST  WORSHIPFUL  BROTHER  

L AWRENCE  G. M OSS  

 

Royal Canadian Mount Police 
Every day the many members of the 
Mount Police put on the uniforms and 

go to work. Often its just another routine shift 
which is the run of mill police work being the 
order of the day. But there are days when receiv-
ing a call could mean the difference between life 
and death. This was the case in December 2008 
when Cpl Randy Pack received just the call, and 
responded knowing he was going to dealing with 
much more than a traffic violation. As he was 
traveling in his cruiser he really was thinking 
what is this going to turn out to be. He was 
tasked with the challenge of recovering a 72 year 
old man who had gone through the ice on his 
ATV  With the support of others members of the 
RCMP and Ground Search & Rescue they were 
successful in saving his life.  
This is another example one of the many Free-
masons who have taken on high risk careers to 
help others as part of every day life. 

 
The Grand Lodge of Newfoundland & Labrador 
Thanks and Congratulates Bro Randy Pack for 

his continued Work and Service  
to the Community  

Bro. Randy received The Honor as  
Police Officer of the Year  

Highlights In this Edition  

 
Masonic Scholarships Awarded to Botwood Student 

Brother Randy Pack awarded Police Officer of the Year 
What Has Freemasonry Done for Me 
The First Ten Years of Grand Lodge 

Successful Lodge Meeting 
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Support Freemasonry Attend your Lodge  
  

This award is the highest honor presented by our Grand 
Master. It was established during the Formation of the 
Grand Lodge of Newfoundland & Labrador in 1997 as a 
method of recognizing some of our very valued con-
tributors. It is issued annually during the Grand Lodge 
Annual Communication. Each year two of these orders 
are issued. Those members who receives the award, are 
recognized for the contribution they have provided 
over many years to the Fraternity, District or Lodge 
Level. It is the highest Order which can be bestowed 
upon a member.  

They receive a Distinctive Medal. 
 

MEMBERS OF THE ORDER 
 

1998 Bro. John W. Dean III 
 MW Bro. Robert E. Davies 

 
1999 VW Bro. Wallace Roberts Noel  
 W Bro. Frederick Llewellyn Mitchell 
 
2000 RW Bro. Richard Thomas Abbott 
 RW Bro. Robert Morris Hellier* 
 
2001 RW Bro. George Melvin Dingwell 
 Bro. Kenneth William Smith 
 
2002 RW Bro. William Asquith Neal 
 W Bro. Wilfred James Strong* 
 
2003 MW Bro. James Hubert Pike 
 RW Bro. Chesley Francis Rogers 
 
2004 W Bro. Norman Roy Forward 
 RW Bro. Maxwell Cyril Sceviour 
 
2005 VW Bro. Donald Penney 
 W Bro. Milligan Batt 
 
2006 RW Bro. Samuel Stickland 
 VW Bro. John Robert Snow* 
 
2007 VW Bro. Eli James Matthews 
 VW Bro. James Thomas Fitzgerald 
 
2008 RW Bro. W. Job Parsons 
 RW Bro. William F. Scott 

THE  ORDER  OF M ERITOROUS  

SERVICE  

Successful Lodge Meetings 
The Worshipful Master  is responsible for ensuring that  

meetings are run effectively and efficiently.   
Here are a few tips to assist in that process: 

 Plan.  Plan. Plan.   
Have a clear agenda not just the one in the summons.  

Remember òThe better the planning the better the  

meetingó. 

Before the meeting consult the Secretary and know what 

 will come up under business arising and correspondence.   

There should be no surprises at the meeting. 

Before the meeting be sure that all officers are present or  

substitutes are arranged. 

Before the meeting greet all guests and know their correct 

names and Masonic titles. Introduce them properly and  

invite them to the East as appropriate. 

Start on time. 

If there is no degree work, have someone prepared to  

present  a paper of Masonic interest. 

Do not allow discussion to end until the matter is  

Resolved or action is determined. 

Do not allow the meeting to go on too long without a break. 

Allow time for discussion but do not allow repetition or  

allow the discussion to drag on. Keep the discussion focused. 

Do not permit side conversations. Remember, lodges do  

not strictly follow parliamentary procedure but fairness and  

efficiency are essential.  

Know the various procedures eg. dealing with motions,  

minutes, etc.  

Take note of any item that requires follow-up and  

follow up appropriately. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

MANY BECOME MASONS IN NAME ONLY, NOR EVER 
COMPREHEND THE EMPTIESNESS OF THEIR TITLE. FREE MASONRY 

IS OF THE HEART AND IN THE LIFE.  
A MAN SAID I HAVE BEEN A FREE MASON FOR MANY YEARS WHAT 

GOOD HAS IT DONE ME? HE NEVER WAS A FREE MASON 
WHAT HE PUT INTO FREEMASONRY WAS EXACTLY WHAT HE GOT 

OUT OF IT 
SQUARE AND COMPASS, SEPT 1921  
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LODGE DONATION  

TO FREEMASONS HALL  

CLIFT LODGE  
OF BELL ISLAND  

DONATES THE PERFECT & ROUGH ASHTERS. BOTH 
WERE MADE AND CAME FROM THE IRON ORE MINE 

ON THE ISLAND. 

POLARIS LODGE  
GOOSE BAY 

DONATED A NEW ALTER AS WELL AS THE 
PEDESTALS FOR THE MASTER AND TWO WARDENS 

 

Catherine Burt (Level 3) 

pictured with L-R: Past 

District Grand Master 

Central RWB Dave 

Rowsell and Worshipful 

Master Botwood Lodge 

WB Arch Rowsell.  

 

Catherine Burt (level 3) student was the winner of the Bot-
wood Masonic Lodge Scholarship ($300), the Provincial J. 
Gordon Barnes Masonic Scholarship ($500) and the Provincial 
Patrick Tasker Education Masonic Scholarship ($750)  It½s the 
first time that one student has won all three scholarships. 
Catherine also received the following: Certificate for Treas-
urer of Student Council, Academic Honours Award, Academic 
Honours with Excellence Award, Ross Paul Memorial Scholar-
ship for First Place Advanced Math ($500), Home Hardware 
Scholarship for First Place English ($100), Shoppers Drug 
Mart Scholarship for First Place Academic Science ($100), 
Academic Honours Scholarship ($200), Montship Scholarship 
($1,200), Botwood Foodland Scholarship ($250), Governor 
General½s Bronze medal, Electoral Scholarship ($1,000), 
School Spirit Award, Wellness Award, Harvey Fong Scholar-
ship for Graduate of the Year, MUN Endowment Fund Schol-
arship ($16,000), Halliburton Group Canada Scholarship 
($8,000), Miller Thompson Foundation Scholarship ($1,000), 
Shad Valley Entrance Scholarship ($2,500) 

Catherine is not only the daughter of Bro Bruce and Gwen 
Burt Botwood Lodge but the Grand daughter of Bro Neville 
and Elizabeth Burt Airways Lodge and the niece of Bro Brian 
and Beverly Burt PDGM also of Airways Lodge Gander. 

Special Thanks  Janis Boone of the Grand Falls Advertiser for sharing 
this article with our publication. It was first published in Grand Falls 

Advertiser January 2009. 

M ASONIC  SCHOLARSHIPS   

A WARDED  TO  STUDENT  FROM  B OTWOOD  

 

WHAT HAS FREEMASONRY DONE FOR ME 
( This article was portion taken from a speech by VWB Mark G.S. Bradbury)  

on his Installation January 2009 to the Chair of Saint Johns Lodge No 1  

 It has been 14 years since I assumed this office and while a lot has happened in my life during that 

time£gotten a little older and lost a bit more hair, I can honestly say that my allegiance to 

Freemasonry has never wavered. Freemasonry has done so much for me as a person. It has given me 

greater self confidence, afforded me a wider circle of friends and acquaintances, strengthened my 

sense of purpose and resolve, improved my memory skills, strengthened my marriage and family ties, 

provided a common ground for discussion between myself and my father, taught me the importance 

of humility and respect of the opinions of others, provided a structured and frequent opportunity 

for me to interact and enjoy the company of my close family and even tightened my spiritual 

connection with God. 

I ask you, is there another organization that you know of that can do all those things? Brethren 

these are benefits to membership in Freemasonry that cannot be put to dollars and cents. As the 

MasterCard ad says, they are priceless. I know that Masonry takes time and that your time is 

valuable£but are not these benefits to your personal well-being and the well being-of those 

around you, also valuable? What better way could you possibly find to spend your valuable time.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

       

 

 T HE  FIRST  T EN  YEARS  OF 

GRAND LODGE  

THIS EDITION  OF FRATERNAL T IDINGS  WAS COMPILED BY THE   
COMMITTEE  ON  COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  

BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES,  GRAND  LODGE  OF N EWFOUNDLAND  &  LABRADOR 

Thanks to Janis Boone of the Grand Falls Advertiser  
PHOTOõS PROVIDED BY  VWB DON  BENNETT ,  GL PHOTOGRAPHER. 

 Offices      1997   
Grand Master MW Bro     Herman W. Starkes   

Deputy Grand Master     Neil M. Chaplin    

District Deputy Grand Master ð Lab  Alfred G. Decker    

District Deputy Grand Master ð Wes  William L. Martin   

District Deputy Grand Master ð Cent  Robert M. Hellier   

District Deputy Grand Master ð Penn  Alfred O. MacPhee   

District Deputy Grand Master ð Avalon   Alfred P. Wilson    

Grand Senior Warden RW Bro    C. Frank Rogers    

Grand Junior Warden RW Bro    W. Job Parsons   

Grand Registrar RW Bro     James Tulk    

Grand Treasurer RW Bro    Vincent J. Pike    

Grand Secretary RW Bro     George Cull    

Grand Chaplain RW Bro     John R. Snow   

Grand Director of Ceremonies VW Bro   Roy D. Saunders    

Grand Senior Deacon VW Bro    Colin A. Forward     

Grand Junior Deacon VW Bro    David G. Rowsell     

Grand Superintendent of Works VW Bro   Maxwell J. Squires    

Assistant Grand Secretary VW Bro   Maxwell C. Sceviour   

Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies VW Bro  W. D. Ross Ashbourne   

Grand Sword Bearer VW Bro    H. Sheridan Yetman   

Grand Organist VW Bro     Herbert R. LeGrow    

Grand Pursuivant VW Bro    John R. Dollimont   

Grand Steward VW Bro     Brian H. Strickland    

Grand Steward VW Bro     K. Brian Sceviour    

Grand Steward VW Bro     Wayne C. Dodge  

Grand Standard Bearer VW Bro    Frank W. Pike    

Grand Tyler VW Bro     Herbert D. Manthorne   

Grand Historian RW Bro      J. Gordon Bartlett  

 THE  PAST 10 YEAR  PERIOD  

 
ESTABLISHED A CONSTITUTION  

ESTABLISHED A GL COAT  OF ARMS 

ESTABLISHED ANNUAL  AWARD  OF THE LODGE OF THE YEAR 

ESTABLISHED THE O RDER OF MERTIROUS SERVICE 

ESTBALISHED A NEWSLETTER (FRATERNAL T IDINGS) 

ESTABLISHED A W EBSITE 

ESTABLISHED AND  DEVELOPED THE FIVE DISTRICTS  

ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES FOR CONSTITUED  LODGES 

ESTABLISHED A RITUTAL  òTHE W ORKSó 

ESTABLISHED A LODGE OF RESEARCH òFARNHAM  LODGEó 

SOLD THE PROVINCIAL  MASONIC  TEMPLE ST . ST . JOHNõS  

ESTABLISHED A GUIDELINE FOR D ISTRICT GRAND  MASTERS 

ESTABLISHED INTERVIEW GUIDELINE FOR N EW LODGE MASTERS 

ESTABLISHED U NVERSITY LODGE N O . 34 

CONSTRUCTED  A NEW PROVINCIAL  FREEMASONS HALL 

Of the 1997  

Grand Lodge Officers 5 Have 

Served in the  

Office of Grand Master  

CHANGES SINCE 

CONSECRATION .  
The Grand Lodge of 1997 

had a team of appointed 

Officers by the appointed 

Grand Master. However as a result 

of this formation The Grand Lodge 

Officers of today from the Grand 

Master and all officers holding the 

Rank of Rt. Worshipful Bro. with 

the exception of the Grand Chaplin 

are elected by the membership. The 

remainder of  those with the Rank 

of Very Worshipful  Bro. are 

appointed by the Grand Master  

 

The first Elected Grand Master of 

Our Grand Lodge was MW Bro. 

George Cull  

 

Today's Grand Lodge Officers are 

decided by its membership providing 

equal opportunity for members  all 

over our province.  In 2008 our 

Grand Master MW Bro Lawrence 

Moss is a member from Notre Dame 

Lodge of Springdale. Our Deputy 

Grand Master  Rt Wor Bro John 

Peyton is from  Polaris Lodge in 

Labrador  

Herman Starkes 97  

Neil Chaplin 98 -99  

George Cull 00 -02 James Tulk 02 -04,  

Donald Newell 04 -06  

Max Squires 06 -08 


